Denman Forestry Initiative — 20 Years On
by John Millen

Part One — The Struggle

July this year (2017) was the 20™ Anniversary of tumultuous times on Denman Island when the
community fought against clear-cut logging of one third of the Island. The issue was the plan by
4064 Investments Ltd. to, as fast as possible, log all the merchantable timber from 29 parcels of
land totalling over 1700 hectares; that is about one third of the Island’s area.

The 4064 land holdings dated back to a century ago when James Dunsmuir’s corporate interests
had accumulated the lands that had been acquired by speculators through Crown Grants in 1888.
In 1966 Weldwood of Canada bought that collection of properties and subsequently logged a
patch or a parcel each year at a pace that seldom bothered the community. Though in 1984, as
previously described (Flagstone October 2016), their logging of Komas Bluff was vigorously
opposed and stopped.

Weldwood sold their Denman Island holdings to a subsidiary of the John Hancock Corporation
of Massachusetts, USA in May 1995. The subsidiary, Comox Logging, planned extensive
logging to generate a return on that investment. The Denman Island Residents and Ratepayers
Association (DIRRA) led the community’s response. The DIRRA Forestry Committee met with
Comox Logging and persuaded them to modify their logging plans, but Community concerns
were not satisfied. At a standing-room-only meeting in the Hall on December 6, 1995 a three part
consensus was determined: the community would monitor the forest harvest; attempt to co-
manage the Hancock forest operations and begin the process to buyout Hancock’s forest lands.

Denman Forestry Initiative (DFI) was established as a Committee of DIRRA to pursue the
buyout. A provincial grant from Forest Renewal BC was obtained to prepare an ecoforestry plan,
which was contracted to Silva Ecosystem Consultants, Herb Hammond’s firm. Islands Trust
joined with DIRRA adding funds to sponsor this study.

Denman Conservancy Association (DCA), pursuing another Grant opportunity, convinced
Hancock representatives of the significant environmental values of the Komas Bluffs and the
Railway Grade Marsh. Meanwhile Hancock continued small scale logging including a trial of
horse logging on the land that is now Central Park.

A public meeting in May 1997 sponsored by DFI endorsed the selection of a Cooperative as a
management structure for owning and managing the proposed Community Forest. Despite the
challenging economics, a Community Forest encompassing the Hancock lands seemed a real
possibility.

On Monday, June 30" 1997 community representatives were called to meet at the Best Western
in Courtenay. There, Hancock representatives announced that their Denman properties had been
sold to 4064 Investments Ltd. On the following Thursday an estimated 200 Island residents met
in the Community Hall to hear the bad news, especially of the reputation of Mike Jenks, gypo
logger from Gabriola Island, operator of 4064 Investments.



Logging for 4064 commenced immediately. On Sunday, fallers were still at work when BCTV
camera man and reporter flew in from Vancouver by floatplane. With but an hour’s notice a
protest crowd (by one estimate 100 people) gathered at the end of Swann Road and the TV crew
were escorted into the woods to get covert footage of the fallers at work. The story and
interviews with outraged residents featured on that night’s TV News and the story was
subsequently carried by major newspapers.

On Tuesday July 8™ a fleet of cars drove to Victoria for a meeting with the Premier, Glen Clark.
In the crowded Rattenbury Room, for 45 minutes, Islanders poured out their concerns and their
desire for a Community Forest. The essence of Clark’s response was: make a business plan and
we will see what we can do.

Logging went on continuously. Jenks’ plan had been to barge his logs off the Island, avoiding
ferry hassles and costs. He asked for permission to use a location adjacent to the newly
completed boat launch ramp (now Bill Mee Park). He was refused permission and logging trucks
joined the lineup for the Quinitsa. Four trucks at a time were allowed on the ferry. Parked in “the
squeeze” on the ferry, with a load of logs towering above became a frequent, uncomfortable
experience.

And, yes, there were continuing protests and demonstrations. However the community leadership
had advocated there should be no sabotage or violence against the loggers. A number of the
workers involved were, or became Denman residents. Nevertheless there was a special concern
about the logging of one of the Island’s treasured areas: the forest adjacent to the Madigan Farm.
A protest at Woodham Road continued to hamper logging until 4064 initiated legal proceedings.
The suit was eventually settled out of court.

...to be continued

A full-length documentary "Save Space Nugget" depicting how the Cumberland Community
Forest Society bought a parcel of forest from Hancock Timber was completed in 2017 for Telus
Optik. The unfortunate Denman Island forestry experience of the late '90's and early 2000's is
referenced several times in the movie.

Denman Forests — 20 Years On
Part Two — The Outcome

Last month This Place told how in 1997 a third of Denman Island was purchased by 4064
Investments Ltd. run by a gyppo logger, Mike Jenks, who immediately started clearcutting. Ata
meeting in Victoria the Premier Glen Clark had encouraged the protesting residents of Denman
to pursue the establishment of a Community Forest as an alternative to seeing all that land
clearcut.
The Denman Community Forest Cooperative was incorporated as an early step in seeking a
community forest. But that was not the only centre of resistance to 4064’s plans.

e The Local Trust Committee adopted bylaws requiring logging practices to conform to the

principles of ecoforestry.



e Denman Conservancy Association (DCA) started to negotiate with Mike Jenks the terms
of Conservation Covenants which his purchase contract required him to place on the
Komas Bluff and Railway Grade Marsh.

e DCA also launched their Legacy Project with the aim of purchasing (or otherwise
protecting) nine of the most ecologically valuable properties in the 4064 ownership.
First priority was the Chickadee Lake parcel which consisted of the eastern half of the
lake and adjacent old forests.

Despite these and other attempts to hinder him Jenks’ logging continued unabated into the first
years of this century.

Herb Hammond’s work on an ecoforestry Plan for the island was disrupted in midstream by
4064’s purchase of the land. Recognising that the opportunity for practising ecoforestry was
slipping away Herb advised that Community purchase of the land would still be desirable even if
the land had been logged, as it would rapidly regenerate the forest.

By heroic fundraising efforts including gaining the pledged support of major funding agencies
DCA was able to offer Jenks the appraised value of the Chickadee Lake parcel. However the
offer was refused.

Some of 4064°s land had already been logged by Weldwood in the previous 20 years and these
blocks were available for purchase as well as the blocks where 4064’s logging was completed.
Parcels that were purchased privately included the land that was donated to form the Morrison
Marsh Nature Reserve, the block on which Coho Housing is situated and a large part of the late
Ella Day’s estate, notoriously negotiated and signed with Mike Jenks over the hood of his pickup
truck. Later (in 2005) DCA purchased the Central Park block.

The Local Trust Committee’s bylaws intended to restrict logging were challenged in court by
4064 and in 2001, despite vigorous defence and appeals by Islands Trust, they were declared
invalid. Islands Trust does not have the mandate to regulate forestry activities.

Ignoring the requirements in his purchase contract to put a conservation covenant on the
Railway Grade Marsh, Jenks proceeded to log that area. DCA asked the vendor John Hancock to
enforce their contract but instead that power was delegated to DCA who did commence legal
action against 4064. The immediate effect of DCA’s suit was to put legal constraints on the sale
of many blocks of 4064 land, all those that were adjacent to the Komas Bluff and the Railway
Grade Marsh.

By the end of 2004 Mike Jenks had extracted most of the value of his share of 4064 Investments.

The land holdings of 4064 were by then essentially owned by his partner. In December Hans
deVisser came to Denman Island representing the silent partner of 4064 and seeking how the
value of the remaining logged land could be realised. Unanimously the community told him that
4064 would have to settle the case with DCA before they could make any progress.

The settlement with DCA took until the end of 2006 to complete. It included placing
Conservation Covenants on the Railway Grade Marsh and the Komas Bluff and, in compensation
for the trees removed from the Marsh, the transfer to DCA of the 157 acre property now known
as The Settlement Lands. At that time the 4064 lands were sold to a land development company
led by Henning Nielsen.

The Community Forest Coop was wound up and some of its residual funds were donated to
support the purchase of Wildwood, the ecoforestry property of ancient Merv Wilkinson. Merv
had come to Denman Island twice offering support and council in the tense days of struggle.



The development company, new owners of extensive lands on Denman Island, eventually
arranged a land and residential density swap with the Provincial Parks Department. The rezoning
for the swap had to be approved by the Local Trust Committee, thereby requiring support from
the whole community. Finally in 2010 the Denman Provincial Park was established as well as an
extension to Boyle Point Park.

So it is all settled now? Not quite: there are three parcels of crown land with conservation status
(and no residential density) that have no agency responsible for their management and there is
still the need for a Management Plan for the Provincial Park.



