Judge Crease and Westisle - Piercy Farm
By John Millen

In the May and July Flagstones we have recounted Judge Crease’s purchase and
arrangements for farming the land that now comprises much of the ‘downtown’ of Denman
Island and the Piercy Farm. In March 1903 the Judge sold the remaining southern portion of
his Denman land to Harvey Piercy: 154 acres for $2500.

It appears, though | don’t have satisfactory documentary evidence, that the Judge had earlier
sold the northern part of his land to Harvey’s father Tom Piercy. That land was known to the
Piercy’s as ‘The Ranch’ and their house built there in 1924 was still occupied by Celena
Piercy in the early 1990’s (when Donna and | built our house on Piercy Road).

Tom Piercy and his wife Jane were the first settler family to have children born on Denman
Island: Margaret, born in 1878 and Harvey in 1880. So Harvey was only 23 when he bought
the Judge’s land.

Harvey Piercy’s land was described as Section 19 and the West half of the Northwest quarter
of Section 18. But it excluded the plot of one acre and nine perches which had been donated
to the Anglican Church. A large part of Section 19 is out in Baynes Sound; the property only
includes that part of the Section above the high water mark.

Canadian land surveys divided the land into one mile square blocks called Sections. The
Section lines run true North-South and East-West. So the East boundary of Harvey’s land
started at the front of the present General Store and headed due North. Northwest Road is
aligned about 30 degrees west of North. Harvey’s boundary, then, went past the back of the
community Hall lot, behind the Centennial Park and on along the back lot line of Two Roads
Farm and Dr. Willo Walker’s place. The well and reservoir system that provides the water for
the Piercy Road, Kirk Road and Nelson Crescent subdivision, is on the remaining part of the
Piercy Farm that lies to the East of Northwest Road.

In selling his land Judge Crease chose to retain the rights to “all coal mines minerals and
petroleum oil lying under the south half of the lands...” The sale contract expressly permitted
the Judge (and his heirs and assigns) to mine and carry away such minerals and to “construct
... railways tramways roads bridges buildings ..” for mining purposes, making reasonable
compensation for all damage to the land. The Province has since cancelled all the coal (and |
presume oil and gas) rights which existed under Denman Island land. Judge Crease died in
1905 and it was his wife Sarah, who he had earlier made his attorney, that signed the sales
agreement.

Harvey Piercy and his brother Irvine became renowned for the production of their Jersey cow
dairy herd. In 1909 the Piercy Barn was built. The photo of the construction crew (in My Ain
Folk) shows 21 young men representing many of the settler families of Denman Island.
Harvey’s older brother Fred directed construction. The barn is still standing solidly there.

In 1912 Harvey Piercy donated the land for the site of the Community Hall. To celebrate
Canada’s Centennial in 1967 Archie Piercy, son of Harvey, donated the part of his farm
adjacent to the Community Hall to make the park where we celebrate the Blackberry Fair and
that includes the children’s play area and some of the forest to the North.



From the 1970’s until he died recently Harvey’s nephew (and son of Irvine Piercy) Wes Piercy
worked the remainder of the farm growing his renowned corn and other vegetables as well as
raising beef cattle from his cow/calf operation. Gary Piercy carries on the family’s tradition of

working the land.



