C ‘211 Apart from the farmers, eight heads of household gave their
ensus . o .

occupation as logging; there were two fishermen, two
carpenters, one boat captain — George Graham, one
physician - Dr Meadows and one merchant - General Store
owner, Patrick Doheny.

by John Millen

In May this year the 2021 Canada Census will be taken.

According t(1)1 Statistics anada they arE prepared tol It is impossible to resist a quick look at the census record for
overcome whatever Covid 19 puts in their way. So lets now Hornby Island. The surprise there is a record of Japanese

look back 100 years at Dgnrnan Island in Census Year 19_21' fishermen aboard ‘Gass line Boat’ (its not clear whether one
We are able to look (on line) at the actual census forms filled or many boats). There are 48 such persons listed including

out ff)r Denman H-l 1921. The !iSt of 242_ names, With . one female. This boosts the total population recorded for
considerable details about their ages, origins and activities, Hornby Island to 145.

reads like a casting list for a very extensive family saga.

Having spent some time with them, I found the census sheets
of 1921 are much more than a casting list for a multi-family
saga. One aspect is the ‘point in time’ character of the
census. This is easily demonstrated by the Hornby census
where Japanese fishermen are recorded, presumably
temporally located in Ford’s Cove. Another such point in
time is the situation of our chief author of the family sagas
of Denman, Winnifred Isbister.* In the census record she
appears in the household of her father William Baikie and

In 1921 there were 242 people on Denman Island, including
the O’Brien family living at the lighthouse on Yellow Rock
Isl. (Chrome Island). There were 57 households making an
average of 4.25 people per household, twice the present
household size.

You probably recognize quite a few of the names. North
from downtown along the shore of Baynes Sound were five

Piercy families. In Section ,18 (th? one square mile block 1 iher Elizabeth Selina (nee Piercy): Winnifred Alice,
centred on Denman Road, 1nclud1ng the dgwntown area) daughter, aged 21. She is the oldest of seven children. The
there were a total of 18 households including such names as ¢, 1. - oming year will be one of big changes for her. On

Graham (3 households), Swaq, Doheny (owner of the .. August 22, 1922 she will marry Thomas Isbister. Thomas
General Store) and Kelsey (think road names). The Baikies 1,4 come to Denman Island from the Orkneys in 1919 after
lived up near the junction of Northwest and Lake Roads. ¢4 vice in World War I. The small mystery is that he does not
Around the ?ast er}d of Denman Road were a total of eight appear in the 1921 census for Denman Island. That is solved
households including those headed by Robert Swan, John o oo reading in My Ain Folk that “In 1921 four
Isbister, and George Dalziel. Denman youths, Alex Chalmers, Tom Isbister, Bert and Abe
Doney (sic) worked on the Charmer and at that time she
called four times a week at Denman.” (SS Charmer was a
Canadian Pacific coastal steamer.) No doubt there are many
details of that exciting year that Winnifred could recall for
the rest of her long life.

Widow Annie Pickles and her brother-in-law Abraham had
farms stretching from the end of Pickles Road north to
Chickadee Lake. George and widow Caroline McFarlane
each had households — you guessed it — on McFarlane Road.
George and Amelia Beadnell were living on the land they

eventually donated to make Fillongly Park. Finally, a reminder that Statistics Canada is most diligent

about keeping confidential all the information it collects
about individuals. Information from the 2021 census will be
subject to the following policy: “All information collected is
anonymized. It is never possible to connect data that is made
public to you or to your household.”

Charles Lacon owned a large block of land around the last
mile of the south end of Lacon Road. As most families were
farming for their living, the land they occupied was
generally the better agricultural land. Six households were
spread along Lacon Road on the farmable terrace between

Westcliffe and Woodham roads. *My Ain Folk by Winnifred Isbister — available at Abraxas
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