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An Unforgettable Summer
by Graham Brazier

Though exceptional heat and prolonged drought left behind an unforgettable summer, the long-
term consequences will quite possibly be more profound than any short-term discomfort we may
have felt on Denman Island.

Nevertheless, statistically, it was impressive. Though June’s five consecutive days when the
temperature exceeded 32 degrees at the Environment Canada weather station at Comox was
not matched later on in the summer, there were three consecutive days in July when
temperatures exceeded 30 degrees and in August a sizzling 35.4 degrees was recorded on the
12th. Nevertheless, one of the most memorable statistics of the summer will be the highest
temperature ever recorded at Comox — on June 27 the thermometer hit 38.0 degrees.

Not surprisingly, these temperatures were accompanied by many rainfree days. Between June
15 and August 5 no measurable rainfall was recorded at Denman Island’s weather station at the
Community School. Fifty-one days without rain! That surpassed the longest rainfree stretch
recorded at the Comox airport weather station in its 77 year history by 7 days.

Though, technically, the drought ended on August 6 when 1.7 mms. of rainfall was recorded at
the Community School, the balance of August experienced only smatterings of measurable
precipitation and the dry spell extended well into September. But it all came to an indisputable
conclusion three days before the official end of summer when rain fell in torrents throughout
most of the day and much of the night. As the 17th of September drew to a close the rain gauge
at Comox indicated that 59.6 mms. had fallen in the previous 24 hours. This was slightly more
rain than had fallen over the course of the previous 108 days.

For island residents, the most serious local challenges highlighted by these statistics are those
of fire danger and domestic water supply and storage. ‘Extreme’ was the fire danger rating
throughout much of the summer and, while it restricted camp and beach fires and limited
activities in forested areas it seems likely that more residents were directly affected by a
severely reduced supply of household water. While, in the short-term, water delivery services
along with manufacturers and sellers of cisterns will likely experience benefits, long-term
solutions for water supply and storage may be more illusive as both water delivery services and
cisterns serve the interests of people, which some might say, is at the expense of wildlife and
other elements of the natural environment. The extent to which this is so, of course, is unknown.

Nevertheless, the impact of drought on B. C.’s official tree — the western red cedar — has been
a subject of great concern on southern Vancouver Island over the course of the past decade or
so. In 2018, a prominent research scientist in forest ecophysiology at the Pacific Forestry
Centre in Saanich noted in the Times Colonist that “Dry weather does not agree with western
red cedars .... They fare best in cool, wet environments” and then went on to say: “There is no
denying that the last couple of summers have been drier and warmer than usual. Now, is it part
of a trend that will continue or is it just a blip and will revert to more normal weather seasons
going forward?”



That was three years ago. Since then, similar and even more dire conditions have been
recorded in both 2019 and 2020. And then came 2021 with 51 consecutive days without
measurable rain and many of the cedars on Denman Island are showing it.
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https://www.timescolonist.com/news/local/summer-drought-deals-devastating-loss-to-western-
red-cedar-b-c-s-official-tree-1.23428047




