“Every conceivable delicacy” served at Denman Island wedding

by Graham Brazier

It wasn’t quite Prince Harry and Meghan but, when James Piercy and “Lizzie” Corrigall married
on Denman Island in 1911 they drew a truly magnificent crowd, as well as the page-one
attention of the press from far-off Cumberland.

On Saturday, December 23, 1911, “The Islander”, in a “special” report, revealed the details of
the event under the title of: “A Charming Denman Island Wedding”. The report continued;
“One hundred and twenty friends and acquaintances crowd the large hall to witness the
marriage of Miss Elizabeth Corrigall to Mr. James Piercy.

The marriage of James W. Piercy, son of Mrs. T.H. Piercy, and Elizabeth Alexina Corrigall, fourth
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. James Corrigall, took place at the Denman Island Hall on Wednesday,
December 13th, at 7:30 p.m.

The ceremony was performed by the Rev. C. E. Kidd, B.A., Pastor of Union Bay and Denman
Island Presbyterian church, in the presence of a large number of friends and acquaintances. Mr.
David Corrigall, brother of the bride, supported the groom, and the bride was attended by Miss
Rose Piercy, sister of the groom.

About one hundred and twenty guests were present crowding the hall to its utmost capacity.

The bride, who was given away by her father, was charming in a beautiful gown of white satin
with over net, and wearing chrysanthemums in her hair. The bridesmaid wore a very pretty and
becoming dress of pale blue silk.

After the ceremony and the execution of the “Grand Marche”, as many of the guests as could be
accommodated filed into the dining room where a sumptuous wedding super awaited them. The
tables, loaded with almost every conceivable delicacy, presented a beautiful appearance, and
their tasteful arrangement and decoration reflected great credit on those who had charge of this
important part of the affair.

After supper dancing was indulged in and continued till the early morning. The happy couple
were the recipients of many beautiful presents....* Mr. and Mrs. Piercy will reside for the present
at the old farmhouse of Mrs. T. H. Piercy. We all join in wishing them a happy and prosperous
married life.”

* Here the report listed 81 gifts and named the person giving each one. Among them were a
silver pickle stand from Thomas Piket, a silver celery tray from Mr. and Mrs. Lindsay Ray,
silver spoons and tongs from Mr. and Mrs. J. Parkins, asbestos sad irons [not a misprint] from
Mr. and Mrs. Cal Walkol , a Morris chair, center table and parlor lamp from Mr. and Mrs.
Ormiston as well as six carving sets, sheets, pillow cases, napkins, and numerous cheques
from various other people. [For a full report of the gifts see:

https://open.library.ubc.ca/collections/bcnewspapers/cumberlandis/items/1.0224771#p0z0r0f:]
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