The Spring and Summer of '22
Graham Brazier

Though they may make a contribution to describing the weather we experienced this
spring and summer, numbers seem quite inadequate to bring to mind the extraordinarily
prolonged uncertainty of May and June’s unsettling cool temperatures as well as
August’s surprising heat wave and drought that stretched well into September. But Ill
give it a go.

Maximum temperatures recorded throughout the spring at the Comox Airport (our
nearest reliable weather station) were exceedingly slow to warm up; in fact it was May
the 18th before a temperature of 15 degrees was first recorded in the year 2022. That
was the longest on record — almost five months of the year had passed before a
temperature of 15 degrees was attained — not encouraging for young tomato plants.
Nor was it the end of the bad news for tomato plants, as over the course of the next 35
days prior to the first day of summer, it rained on 24 of them. And, when summer
officially kicked-off the thermometer managed a paltry 17.4 degrees. Still not a
temperature to please young tomatoes nor one likely to produce corn knee high on the
fourth of July. Gardeners were dismayed and the fact that 32.2 millimetres of rain fell on
the first four days of July didn’t help their spirits at all. Weeds, on the other hand,
flourished.

From the abundance of rain and the lack of heat of May, June and early July came a
transformation. Though it wasn’t one with a clear beginning. It was later in July,
following a rainless period of 10 or so days, that temperatures began to look much more
like summer temperatures and in the final week of the month were extraordinary and
averaged 31 degrees. Both tomato and corn survivors showed signs of resilience but
many thought it too late in the season to make up for the exceptionally cool spring and
early summer.

Then came August. Though not the driest August on record it was close. A measly 2.
millimetres of rain were recorded in August of 2022. Only Augusts of 1974, with 1.1 mil.
and 1967 with an unmeasurable trace of rainfall, were drier. In addition, August 2022
recorded the fourth highest average temperature of 25.5 degrees for the whole month of
August which was 6 degrees warmer than the June 2022 average. It seems that this
was just what tomatoes and corn yearned for. Resilience became vigour.

Then came September, which was simply an extension of August — hot and dry — and
tomato plants celebrated by producing more tomatoes than they could support and
more growth that required a ladder to nip off the flowers as the summer of 2022 drew to
a close.
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