Garbage Collection and Recycling and the Fire
Department. Denman Works a local society which
promotes Island economic development is also
principally funded by the Property Tax, through the
Comox Valley Regional District.

‘Associations’ or ‘Societies’ are organizations
So, Who’s In Charge Here? registered with the Province, with an approved
by John Millen Constitution and Bylaws and a requirement for
annual reporting. Many on the Island have
The current active discussion of the Islands Trust charitable status. All are managed by volunteer
role in Denman Island affairs encouraged me to ~ boards and committees. A few are able to hire part
look at the whole panorama of Island management time help to assist with their work.
and services. If you are coming with me I have a
caution: its a long, steep slog before you get a clear The Denman Island Recreation Commission

view. Society (DIRCS) is the Non-profit organization
responsible for managing the Denman Island

“This Community owns too many buildings” Community Hall. It receives modest support

muttered veteran volunteer Mike Lindsay as he funding from the Property Tax. The Seniors and

unloaded his tools on his way to yet another Museum Society owns and manages the Activity

electrical emergency. He has a point. Local Centre and Museum.

societies, run by volunteers, own and manage the

two community halls, the Arts Centre and the Arts Denman is an umbrella organization whose

medical clinic. There are also two churches and ~ committees sponsor many different events
several other sites requiring regular maintenance. including the Readers & Writers Festival, Concerts,
The Old School property, though owned by Islands Art Gallery shows and the Baroque Festival. Arts
Trust, is managed and maintained by a committee Denman owns the Arts Centre building.
of DIRA.

DICES — the Denman Island Community Education
Denman Island Residents Association (DIRA)is  Society works with the School District running
the central organization for many Island services educational programs in the Community School
and facilities. The ‘R’ in DIRA once stood for and provides facilities for the Food Bank and CAP
‘Ratepayers’, which meant you didn’t have a vote site.
unless you owned land on Denman. These days all
residents and Denman landowners are welcome to Denman Conservancy Association (DCA) owns
participate at their monthly meetings. If you have a considerable land (470 acres) but no buildings.
concern about recycling and garbage, the unless you count the little open-sided pagoda on the
Community Dock, Bill Mee boat launch, or many Settlement Lands. BC Parks has the largest
other Island operations you can raise that issue at a portfolio of land on Denman. Altogether over a
DIRA meeting. You can even propose the quarter of the Island’s land is held for conservation.
establishment of a new Committee, though, if the
meeting agrees, you should be prepared to chair ~ Denman Island Memorial Society owns and
that committee, recruit additional members and manages the Natural Burial Cemetery at the corner
make regular reports to DIRA meetings! of Central Park and a separate committee manages

the Settler’s Cemetery across the road.
Some Denman organizations that are largely
funded by Property Taxes collected for the Comox On a more upbeat note there are, in a normal year,
Valley Regional District have their Annual Budgets annual events traditionally organized by established
reviewed by DIRA. These organizations include  organizations or ad hoc committees. These include



the Pottery Tour, Home & Garden Tour (every If you are a property owner you will get a Property
second year), Firehall Pancake Breakfast, Readers Tax notice later this month. Its worth some study.

& Writers Festival, Blackberry Fair, Creative The local services, about 20 items, are set out
Threads Conspiracy, Apple Festival, Christmas showing the amount you contribute for each. Fire
Craft Fair, and Community Christmas Dinner. Protection is the largest item, with Islands Trust not
While some of these events are for fundraising and so far behind. This fall, municipal elections will be
others have commercial aspects, all require held for our two Islands Trustees and our Comox
significant volunteer support. Valley Regional District representative.

Three organizations are providing (or aspiring to) As our senior governments seem to be failing with
affordable housing: COHO, as a society, owns the their indifferent response to existential threats to
land and its participants own their houses. DCLTA our civilization, the benefits that can be provided

is nearing success in establishing housing for by a local democracy may be appealing. OK, but: It
Seniors and Denman Green has launched an takes a lot of work.

ambitious project located in the downtown area.

For further information about these and many more
organizations doing valuable work on the Island the
Denman Works web site is an excellent starting
point.



