The Year in Review — 1923

by John Millen

Life was good for Denman Islanders in 1923. The
World War and the Spanish Flue were behind
them. Good returns for loggers and good wages in
the forest industry were available. Farm produce
could be sent to market in the busy port at Union
Bay or the coal mining town of Cumberland.
Denman dairy farmers were sending cream from
their herds of Jersey cows twice per week to the
Courtenay Creamery.

The first vehicle ferry service ‘on request’ to
Buckley Bay was provided by Alby Graham
starting in 1923 using a raft towed by his tug
Diane. It was a bit rough driving down the beach
and up planks to board the raft! This service
continued till 1930.

A Union Steamship vessel called at the Island
wharf once per week.

The Community Hall, in the present location
downtown was the centre of entertainment
activities. The hall had been built in 1912 when
the large labour force for the Quarry arrived. The
land was donated by Harvey Piercy and the Hall
was constructed by the Athletics Club. The club’s
subscription for this purpose could be met by cash
or by contributing labour. The tennis court was
also created at this time. The Community Hall has
since been added to in every direction and rebuilt
to such an extent that very little of the original
structure remains. Nevertheless the rectangular
perimeter of the original is still clearly evident.

When first built, the Hall was reputed to have the
best dance floor north of Nanaimo!

From the Daily Colonist, Victoria BC, April 27,
1923:
‘ENTERTAINMENT ON DENMAN ISLAND’

Denman Islanders were joined for this event by
visitors from from Courtenay, Fanny Bay, Union
Bay and Royston.

The Program provided by the Denman Dramatic
Club was as follows:

1. Musical selections: Messrs. A. Aston and E.
Cracknell.

2. Comic song: “Put On Your Slippers.” Mr.
James Aston, of Courtenay

3. Comic sketch: “Mrs. Spriggins,” the cast of
which was composed of Messrs Irving Piercy,
Michael Bell-Irving, Patrick Doheny, and Misses
Rose Baikie, McKay, Preston and Graham. The
performance was creditable and showed that a lot
of care had been taken in rehearsals and other
preparations.
4. Comic duet: “Mr. Gallagher and Mr. Shean.”
Messrs. William Shilcock and James Aston, of
Courtenay.

5. Stump speech by Mr. Cracknell

6. Duet by Mr. Michael Bell-Irving and Mr.
Hatton.

7. Comic sketch: “Mr. Snowball” particpated in
very cleverly by Mr. Irving Piercy, Mr. Sinclair
Swan and Mr Wallace Baikie.

8. “God Save the King.”

This program was followed by a ‘very fine
dance’, and ‘refreshments were served by the
ladies and dancing was kept up until the early
hours.’

On June 11 the opening of a new Golf Course on
Denman Island was reported. The nine hole
course was located on James Aston’s property at
Barcroft Flats, the area in the vicinity of Hinton
Road. That was where the first store on Denman
Island was opened in 1886. The Lacon property
was just south of the Flats. Denman Island players
that day included Mr. and Mrs. C. Lacon, Mr. and
Mrs. Reginald Lacon, Mr. Michael Bell-Irving,
Mr. and Mrs. Fred Piercy, Mr. and Mrs. Thomas
Piket, Mr. Thomas Shaughnessy and the Misses
Shaughnessy.



In a more serious vein, also in April, the Women’s
Institute on Denman Island hosted Mrs. W. D.
Todd on her mission to visit rural Institute groups
throughout BC to encourage them to support a
campaign to ‘Buy Local British Columbia
Products’. Rural groups were being encouraged to
buy BC manufactured products while city folks
were similarly encouraged to buy BC farm
produce.

The Denman Island Women’s Institute had been
inaugurated in January 1920. From its beginning
it was a very active group supported by most of
the women on the Island.

Institute activities in those early years resulted in
arranging for the services of a travelling library,
improvements to the school building,
dressmaking classes, sending four sacks of
clothing to the Alberta Relief Fund and arranging
a community Christmas party.

1923 was indeed a good year on Denman Island.



