A potpourri of yesterdays on Denman Island

submitted by Graham Brazier

(September 15, 1894)

“l would rather be an old man’s darling than a young man’s slave” thought Miss Caroline
Lutton of Hornby Island, says the Courtenay News, and so in spite of remonstrances
from relatives and the great disparity in years, she boldly went from her home, and on
the 16th inst. was united in marriage to Mr. Charles McFarlane at his residence on
Denman Island, the Rev. John Robson officiating. The blushing bride has seen, it is
reported, but 16 summers, the white haired spouse is verging upon 70.“ The Miner —
Nelson, B.C.

(March 19, 1901)
The Steamer a Wreck

“The steamer Willamete, which ran on Denman Island near Village point about two
miles from Union, she loaded a thousand tons of coal, will be a total wreck. Her back
has been broken. She was lying on the rock amidships and when the after part of her
hull filled she broke her back.“ The Nelson Daily Miner

(April 6, 1907)
Large Logging Camp
Two Hundred Loggers Employed On Big Timer Tract

A logging camp has been established just below Union Bay. It is reported that between
one and two hundred loggers are to be employed to log a valuable tract of timber
recently acquired by local investors in that section. The camp is the largest ever
established in this district and will be a valuable acquisition to the town from financial
and other standpoints.

There is also some talk of the establishment of a whaling station on Denman Island. An
American has the project in view. Whales are very numerous in this vicinity and such an
industry on Denman would be a profitable investment.” The Daily News - New
Westminster.



(February 13, 1909)
“CANCELATION OF RESERVE

NOTICE is hereby given that the reserve covering the fractional sections 31, 32, and 33,
Denman Island, notice of which was published in the British Columbia Gazette of
October 21st, 1876, is cancelled.

ROBT. A. RENWICK,
Deputy Commissioner of
Lands and Works
Lands and Works Department

Victoria, B.C.; December 17th. 1908” The Week — Victoria

(July 7, 1910)

“A bear recently swam across the channel from Comox to Denman Island and made a
lunch out of the sheep he found there. The ranchers have offered a reward of $30
dollars to anyone who will produce this bear.” The Nelson Daily News

(July 16, 1910)

“The farmers on Denman Island are once more happy. The bear that had been Stealing
their sheep was caught killing a pig was shot until he became deceased.” The Nelson
Daily News

(August 28, 1915)

“The western division of the Island Forest District reports no fires, but there are several
fires around Parksville, one serious outbreak near Courtenay, and two on Denman
Island which are being fought.” The Bella Coola Courier

(October 26, 1917)



“John Webber got three months for stealing a sheep from a rancher on Denman Island”
Similkameen Star

(December 14, 1917)

“Mr Adler of Denman Island preached in the Presbyterian Church on Sunday morning.
Miss Emily Alder returned with him for the Christmas holidays.” The Abbotsford Post

(September 2, 1921)

“Miss Gertrude McKay leaves on Saturday for Denman Island, where she has accepted
a position as teacher of the school.” The Princeton Star

(October 14, 1921)
“Compensation Ready for these Workers

Aubrey White — Claim No. 79684 Age 28. Injured last March at Denman Island.
Employed as a logger by Vogel & Gordon.” The British Columbia Federationist

(July 4, 1927)

“Denman Island, B.C. Norman Chandler, 18, was killed on the eve of the confederation
celebrations here, when his automobile turned over crushing him.” The Nelson Daily
News

(October 25, 1946)

“Mr. McLeod and Mr. Graham have gone on a hunting trip to Denman Island. They are
making the trip in the MV, Snug.” The Coast News — Gibsons. B.C.

(January 26, 1951)

“A 40 pound yellowish wax-like substance may be worth about $10,000 to Jim Dalziel of
Denman Island, if it turns out to be ambergris. He has sent a piece of the stuff which he



found off the east coast of Vancouver Island to Victoria for analysis. Ambergris is highly
valued in perfumery.“ The Nelson Daily News

(December 21, 1956)
“Forestry Auctions Confiscated Trees

COURTENAY — Auctioned off by the forestry department, 450 confiscated Christmas
trees netted $146. Albert Graham of Denman Island was the only bidder.

The trees were cut on Crown land adjacent to the R.C.A.F. station at Comox by two Air
Force personnel. The trees were seized and the two men were charged in Courtenay
police court. The trees were shipped to Vancouver for sale.” The Nelson Daily News
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