A Timely Discovery in Denman’s Archives
y
submitted by Graham Brazier

Despite its widely diverse collection of documents, photographs and handwritten
letters and notes | never imagined that the Denman Island archives might contain
something of interest to the President of the United States. However, securely stowed
away in the back of the museum in a folder titled “History Background” is just such a
typewritten document which is copied below in full:

“Baynes Sound and the Pig War - its U.S. border Connection”

by Jim Kirk
[undated]

The softwood lumber, pork, beef and chicken disputes are nothing new. The
U.S. has had a ‘bee in its bonnet’ going back almost 200 years, since the war of
1812 and the ‘Boston tea party’ when much of North America was under British
control and Canada had not become a country.

A border dispute arose in 1831 between the Maritime Provinces the newly
established state of Maine. Although the Treaty Commission in Europe ruled in
favour of Britain the Governor of Maine disputed it. He had already given grants
of ‘British Land’ to American lumber companies and attempted to prohibit
British lumbermen from working in those forests. Thus began the ‘Lumbermen’s
War’. In order to maintain a ‘good relationship’ Britain conceded to the
Americans.

Similar controversies occurred as development moved west, usually with Britain
giving way. “Consultation rather than confrontation”. | have already written about
the Oregon Treaty of 1846, (see pg. of “My Ain Folk-Revisited”), including the
establishing of the 49th parallel, the naming of British Columbia and the ‘battle
cry’ of the U.S. : “54-40 or fight” when the U.S. wanted access to their newly
purchased Alaska. 54-40 is north of Prince Rupert. Britain refused. The U.S.
then wanted the border at the 50th parallel, which crosses Vancouver Island
south of Campbell River. They settled on the 49th but Britain insisted on
retaining all of Vancouver Island. The border would have crossed Vancouver
Island at Ladysmith, south of Nanaimo.

A dispute then arose about the 49th passing through a group of San Juan
islands. A map shows Orcas Island in the middle of the proposed, but not
established , boundary. The HBCo. was already raising livestock there but some
10 years later the Americans attempted to collect customs from the Company
and later a U.S. sheriff seized more than 30 sheep which they sold at auction.



The Company sent a bill for $1,500 to the U.S. Govt but it is not known if a
settlement was made.

A few American settlers had moved onto Orcas Island and an uneasy truce
existed for a few years until a HBCo. Pig strayed onto an ‘American’ garden. The
pig was shot and thus began the ‘pig war’! The Company said it was a prize
breeder and wanted $100. The U.S. refused to pay. This was followed by a
number of U.S. troops moving onto the island. The British Admiralty then sent
over 2 warships, under command of Rear Admiral Robert Baynes along with a
number of British forces. Although the Company wanted the troops to go ashore
Baynes advised that “two great nations should not get involved in a war over
one pig”. Once more a ruling was called for from the boundary commission
and][sic] which ruled in favour of the U.S. This resulted in the zigzag boundary
line down the Gulf of Georgia into the Juan de Fuca Strait.

It should be noted that when the Company withdrew they cut their flagpole into
small pieces rather than let the ‘Stars and Stripes’ fly from it. Although the ‘war’
had lasted more than 10 years the only casualty was one pig. So, when you
cross.....Buckley Bay the water on which you travel was named after Robert
Baynes, who worked under the command of Admiral Denman and thus gave us
a connection to the pig war of 1859.”
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Jim Kirk (1918 - 2014) long-time Denman Island resident, former co-owner of the

General Store, co-founder of the Denman Island Archives and author of “My Ain
Folk Revisited - Denman Island 1875-2000”



